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CPYRGHT

‘Master St)v |

The appointment of Vice Adm. W. F. Rabom Jr ‘
8.N., retired; as Director of the Central Intelligenc
"Agency came'. ag the kind ‘of- surprige-. Presnden
Johnson loves to’ Sprmg ‘Nearly everybody elze ha
" een mentxoned as the successor to John A McCones
Tdmiral Raborn, though a Texan, was a complet
ark horse.
"A naval aviator, Admiral Raborn is a hlghly com
etent officer; his services .fo the .nation in" th
romotion, mandgement and admmistratlon of th
olaris submarine migsile program were outstariding] -
e is' the kind of man who enlists and keeps’th
*_floyalties of subordinates. He is also a man of sound
judgment, well acquainted in-‘Washington and’ re
pected both in the Pentagon and on Capitol Hill -
11 these virtues are major.
The . liabilities are, however, 1mportant Admira
aborn has had little intelligence experience;- ang
_ |the job of running the most complex intelligence:
.. Joperation. in the world, and of coordinating otheg
« [intelligence orgamzatwns jealous of their- preroga
't Rtives, is one-that requires professwnal expertise ag-
- |well as tact, charm and strength. Another llabiht:
.. |is Admiral Ra’boms age; he is 59. 7
i The C.LA. post should be a nonpartisan, long-terl¥ :

appomtment it is absolutely essentlal for continuit,
iJand effectiveness that intelligence be kept out o
‘Ipolitics and: that it be headed by men who will giv
“|to it major- portlons of their lwes

Fortunately, the companion appomtment of Richar |
. Helms as Deputy Director of the C.LA,, compensate v
;)|to a considerable degree for Admiral Raborns lac
“|of past mtelhgence experience. ‘Mr. Helms is-one o ,\
the most respected intelligence experts in,the countr
—if anyone can be called expert in this fantasticall
dtfficult field, - o
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